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The big rivers do not despise the little brooklets as tributaries.
And great men do not neglect any menial task or reject any trifle,
and so they become vessels for the world. (Befriending the Learned.)
Any virtue that does not spring from the heart will not remain and
any (result of) action that is not aimed at by one's self will not stay.
There is no short cut to fame and there is no trick to praise. The
superior man regards his body but as the vehicle for his character.
None who places much importance on personal gains but lightly
sacrifices his fame has ever become a gentleman in the world. (Self-
Cultivation.)
The virtuous who are prosperous must be exalted, and the
virtuous who are not prosperous must be exalted too. If it is desired
to continue the ways of Yao and Shun, to exalt the virtuous is
indispensable. Now exaltation of the virtuous is the root of govern-
ment (Exaltation of the Virtuous^ i.)
Even Heaven does not discriminate among the poor and the rich,
the honourable and the humble, the distant and the near, and the
related and the unrelated (to those in power). The virtuous were
promoted and exalted; the vicious were kept back and banished.
(Exaltation of the Virtuous^ ii.)
Let him who has strength be alert to help others, let him who has
wealth endeavour to share it with others, let him who possesses the
Tao teach others persuasively. With this the hungry will be fed,
the cold will be dotted, the disturbed will have order. When the
hungry are fed, the cold are dothed, and the disturbed have order—
this is procuring abundant life. (Exaltation of the Virtuous^ iii.)
If every one in the world will love universally; states not attacking
one another; houses not disturbing one another; thieves and robbers
becoming extinct; emperors and ministers, fathers and sons, all
being affectionate and filial—if all this comes to pass the world will
be orderly. (Universal Lovey i.)
He who rules a. large state does not attack small states: he who
rules a large house does not molest small houses. The strong does
not plunder the weak. The honoured does not disdain the humble.
The dever does not deceive the stupid- This is beneficial to Heaven

